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Preschool Themes Newsletter – July 2014

Hello Everyone,
I am sure you are all looking forward to a well-deserved break and a bit of time to
lie in on these cold frosty mornings. I hope you all have a great break. I will be
keeping the newsletter short as it's so close to the end of term and make it up with
a bonanza one in August. I trust that you were all able to make something special
for all the wonderful fathers for Father’s day and I am sure it was much appreciated.

New theme manual
The new theme ‘under the ground’ is well under construction and is proving to be a
fun and interesting theme.

Pinterest boards http://www.pinterest.com/kstedall/
I have created Pinterest boards for all the themes and several other themes I have not written yet. Please have a look
at some of the ideas there and use them to supplement your themes. If you are having difficulty with a specific child
or behaviour have a look at the child development board http://www.pinterest.com/kstedall/child-development/
and the board on classroom and behaviour management http://www.pinterest.com/kstedall/classroom-and-behaviormanagement/. You may just find your solution there!

A few art ideas
Credit card painting
I saw this idea on pinterest and I couldn’t wait to try it out with the
children and I was not disappointed. Here is the link to the activity
http://www.housingaforest.com/credit-card-art/
I tried the activity myself and honestly I could have made several
paintings just to see the different effects.
So you have been pre warned that the children will want to make
several too… I had several children tell me they needed one for their
mom, dad, brother, sister, grandma, Poppa etc just to be able to make
several paintings. Each one is completely different.
For this activity you need thick paper. We used a glossy thick paper that
had been donated to the school which came from a printer and were
book covers. If you don’t have a heavy weight paper you may have issues with the paper getting too wet and making
holes. Ready mixed or nice thick powder paint is best. I used the three primary colours of red, blue and yellow. I tried
it with two colours only, but it
was more effective with three.
At times the pictures did become
a grey purple mess, but that was
when the child was being
excessive and did not stop when
I
suggested they should. But despite that it was still an interesting effect and the child was
happy with his efforts.
The children used the teaspoons to drop blobs of paint onto the paper spacing them over
the page. They then took a credit card and dragged it through the paint mixing the
colours as they did so. I had several expired “plastic cards” and they did wash clean but I
would not use current cards! It was interesting to hear the discussion about the cards

and a few children checked with me that it was in fact okay to be using them. I did stress that these are old cards
and that they should not use their parent’s cards. As you can see from the examples below a different effect is
achieved depending on how much of a colour is used. These were mostly done by the 3 1/2 – 5 year olds but I did
have a 2 year old give it a try and hers is the green one below. You may just have to give them a bit of help with the
angle of the card. If you do not have cards, use ice cream containers cut into credit card sizes.

Here are a few points to note
 The paint must be thick and the paper glossy if possible.
 Some children wanted to paint with the spoons instead of just blobbing
the paint.
 Do not put paint brushes out!
 Some children only did a few blobs of paint and then wanted to drag the
paint, while some dragged the paint and added more later. It doesn’t give
as nice an effect but it's not a crisis.
 Guard against too much paint and likewise too little paint being put on the
paper.
 You need a cloth or a bowl of water nearby to wipe the cards clean for the next child.
 I suggest you put less paint in the containers and top up as needed otherwise the colours can get too muddy.
 They need a bit longer to dry and you will need a LOT of drying space for the many pictures.
 Some children preferred to use the ‘point’ of the card which didn’t give a great effect.
Sucker stick puppets
I was given a bag of fabric so I decided to use it to make some sucker stick
puppets. The children enjoyed the activity and then we had several
spontaneous puppet shows.
We uses sucker sticks, pipe cleaners, circles of cardboard, fabric, lots of glue
and wax crayons to draw the faces.
The children struggled a bit with wrapping the pipe cleaners around the
sucker sticks for the arms and legs. I tried to staple some of them but it was
not overly effective and they still fell off causing some frustration and tears. I
think I would consider using paper arms and legs and glue in future.
I had a card making punch which I used to punch out cardboard circles for
faces and left the children to be creative. (not for the little ones)

Letters and envelopes
I made some envelopes for the children and they drew letters and pictures to put into the envelopes for their moms. I
love the family in the house in this picture.

Preschool concerts
I have two concerts if anyone is interested in them. Send me a mail and I will forward them to you.
rodandkarin@xtra.co.nz
Thank you to Gail Lotz for sharing her concerts with others. One of her concerts is called Snoepie’s farmyard fun and
the other is a circus theme. Both have lots of fun songs with actions.
If anyone else has concerts to share they will be most welcome.
Just for your interest I found this chart which outlines the different learning styles. Can you find yourself there? It
reinforces the need for children to learn through as many senses as possible.
Happy holidays and happy teaching if you don’t have a break
Regards
Karin

